
 
Introductory Business 

A welcome was extended to new Lay Members of Synod, and 
to new Ministers to the London District. New ministers 
include:  

 Revd Esther Akam (London Mission North West) 

 Deacon Dawn Canham (Wimbledon) 

 Revd Lynita Conradie (Harrow and Hillingdon) 

 Revd Peter Cornick (West London Mission) 

 Revd Sue Creighton (Forest) 

 Revd Ruth Gee (Connexional Team) 

 Revd Ros Hollingsworth (Battersea & Wandle Valley) 

 Revd David Hollingsworth (Islington & Camden Mission) 

 Deacon Kathy Johnson (Richmond & Hounslow) 

 Revd Ken Kingston (Harrow & Hillingdon) 

 Revd Matthew Lunn (New River) 

 Revd Stephen Mares; Supernumerary (Purley) 

 Revd David Markay (Southwark & Deptford) 

 Revd Kristin Markay (Lambeth) 

 Revd Claire Potter (Connexional Team) 

 Revd Joseph Ribeiro (Romford) 

 Revd John Richey; Supernumerary  (New River) 

 Deacon Ruth Richey (Connexional Team) 

 Revd Jarel Robinson-Brown (Lesnes Abbey) 

 Revd Terry Wright (Orpington & Chislehurst) 

Keynote Address: Our Calling 

Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler delivered the Keynote Address, focusing on 
the calling of the Methodist Church. The Methodist Church continues 
to discern how to live out its calling in a changed and changing world. 
The ministry of the Church is exercised as Christians together respond 
to God’s call and discover and use the gifts which the Holy Spirit has 
given them, particularly worship, learning and caring, service and 
evangelism. More information about ‘Our Calling’ can be found on 
the Methodist website (www.methodist.org.uk).  

Authorisations and Approvals 

Synod noted the appointments to various roles made since the Spring 
Synod by the District Council on their behalf. Synod approved that 
District Council appoint any roles on their behalf until the following 
Synod. 

Synod approved the sabbaticals and deferrals of sabbaticals reported 
to it by the District Sabbaticals Advisory Group. 

Following a report from Revd Dr Jongi Zihle, Synod gave permission 
for worship to cease at St George’s Methodist Church in the Sutton 
Circuit from 30 December 2018. 

3Generate 

Synod heard that 254 young people and leaders are attending 
3Generate Youth Assembly in November in Southport.  

 

Voting for Representatives to Conference 2019 

A ballot was held at Synod for the remaining representatives to be 
sent to Conference in 2019. Find below a list of those voted in by 
Synod: 

Ministerial Representatives Ballot Results 

 Revd Geoffrey Farrar  (3 years) 

 Revd Vicci Davidson (3 years) 

 Revd Eleanor Jackson (1 year) 

 Revd Richard Grocott (1 year) 

 Revd Kathryn Flynn (Substitute)  

 Revd Stephen Penrose (Substitute) 

 Revd Dr Andrew Lyons (Substitute) 

Lay Representatives Ballot Results 

 Mrs Winnie Baffoe (3 years) 

 Mrs Sophie Thompson (3 years) 

 Mr Samuel Ebden (3 years) 

 Miss Georgina Graham (3 years) 

 Mr Clement Cofie (1 year) 

 Ms Omobolaji Nzekwe (1 year) 

 Ms Sally Rush (1 year) 

 Mrs Bronwyn Coveney (1 year) 

 Mrs Sheila Platt (Substitute)  

Reflections from Conference 

Marriage and Relationships 
Synod heard an update report from Revd Geoffrey Farrar, member of 
the Marriage and Relationships Task Group (MRTG), on the progress 
of the group. The MRTG delivered an interim report and the 
Conference agreed a change to the way in which the group will 
complete its work. The MRTG will produce a further report containing 
a number of key theological arguments and recommendations. The 
report will be brought to the 2019 Conference, and subject to 
acceptance, will be referred to the District Synods of the Church for a 
year-long process of consideration. The 2020 Conference will then 
make a final decision, with any provision implemented with 
immediate effect. 

Mission and Ministry in Covenant 
Synod heard an update from Revd Ruth Gee, the new Connexional 
Ecumenical Officer, on the status of the Mission and Ministry in 
Covenant report from the Conference. The Conference directed 
further work be undertaken on proposals for bringing the Methodist 
Church and the Church of England into closer communion with one 
another. The Bishop of Aston, the Rt Revd Anne Hollinghurst 
addressed the Conference: “I believe the proposals would take down 
barriers between us without weakening the boundaries that give our 
two Churches their distinctive shape, and their distinctive life in the 
family of faith.” A report will be brought to the 2019 Conference. 

Afternoon Session 

Members of Synod and guests had the opportunity to attend 
workshops in the afternoon, all focused on various aspects of ‘Our 
Calling’. The workshops included: 

 What does social justice mean in an affluent London Borough? 

 Using secular music in worship 

 Equipped, empowered and energised for evangelism 

 Creating permanently affordable housing in London  

 Moving from service to justice using community organising 

 From fact to truth: Taking our place within the Moving Story of 
God’s people 

 Introduction to the Church’s 
responsibilities in respect to 
safeguarding 

 Coffee drop in session with Nigel, 
Jongi and Jonathan 
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